
UNIVERSITY HEIGHTS UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
December 5, 2021 • Second Sunday of Advent 

Email: uhumc@uhumc.com • Web Page: www.uhumc.com 

4002 Otterbein Avenue • Indianapolis, IN 46227 • (317) 787-5347 

“Sharing Christ: Love, Hope, Joy” 

Perfect 
Packaging 



December’s 
Loose Coin 
will support 

UM 
Children’s 

Homes 

Community Lunch 
Saturday, Dec. 18 

11:30 am  

Men’s Bible Study 
     Join us on Thursday mornings at 11 am for 
Men's Bible Study.  The group continues to 
meet virtually via Zoom at https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/84928436481.  They are 
studying Paul: A Biography. All are welcome to 
the discussion.  If you are have difficulty 
logging in, please email Pastor David 
at david.neuen@inumc.org for help.  

Worship Notes/Prayer Concerns 
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THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

GATHER IN THE PRESENCE OF GOD 
 PARISH INVOLVEMENT 

 PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 MOMENT OF QUIET MEDITATION  

 PRELUDE  Charissa Garrigus 

  *CALL TO WORSHIP            “Prepare the Way of the Lord” No. 207 
Choir Sings 
Liturgist:  A voice cries out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord!”. 
People:  We come, readying our hearts to receive God's Good News. 
Liturgist: The gift is coming.  Are you looking?  Are you planning for God’s arrival? 
People: Our hearts are open.  Our spirits are quieted.  Our lives are offered to 

God.   
Liturgist: A showering of peace is promised. Salvation is on its way. 
People: We will sing with joy of the hope and new life on its way.  
People Sing  

*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 196 
“Come Thou Long Expected Jesus” 

 *AFFIRMATION OF FAITH             “The Apostles’ Creed” No. 881 

 *GLORIA PATRI No. 70 

 LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
Reader: O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
People: and be light for our darkness. 
Reader: Be comfort in our grief,  
People: a friend for our loneliness,  
Reader: an oasis for our searching. 
People: an answer to our questioning. 
Reader: O come, O come, Emmanuel, 
People: Restore our joy, heal our wounds, and bring us peace.   

 ADVENT HYMN No. 211 vs. 2 
“O Come O Come Emmanuel” 

LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 
  OLD TESTAMENT LESSON  Malachi 3:1 - 4 

 NEW TESTAMENT LESSON  Luke 1:68 - 79 

 CHILDREN’S MOMENT 



 MESSAGE                              Pastor David Neuen 
Perfect Packaging    

“They’re hanging their stockings,” the Grinch snarled with a sneer. 
“Tomorrow is Christmas!  It’s practically here!” 

RESPOND TO GODS GRACE 
 INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 
 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Lord, we seek you in all things.  We open our hearts and our spirits to you.   
As we prepare for your coming which is supposed to bring hope and peace; 
we instead crowd the season with obligations and stresses and shut the door 
to your healing love and compassion. We find ourselves being on edge, 
fretful, wondering if we have decorated enough, purchased enough, and done 
enough.  You answer our fears with, "Peace, be still".  

Help us to hear you.  Slow us down.  Encourage us to take some time to 
listen rather than shout, to stop and rest rather than run.  And show us 
Christmas in the unlikely people and situations.   Cause us to look around 
and see you at work where there is loss and pain.  Place our focus on serving 
and building relationships for it is in reaching out with love that we will find 
true peace. Amen.   

 WORDS OF ASSURANCE 
The Lord is merciful and forgiving.  God rescues us from over performing and 
packing Christmas.  Jesus quiets our hurried and harried celebration and offers the 
gift of peace.  Rejoice in the knowledge that God’s saving love is given for you.  
Amen 

 GREAT THANKSGIVING       
  A Service of Word and Table  No. 2257 

 SHARING OF THE LOAF AND CUP 
  “People Look East” No. 202  

 GIVING OF GIFTS TO GOD’S MISSION 
  Offertory          George Revill & Charissa Garrigus 

“Every Valley Shall be Exalted” - Handel 
 Doxology No. 95 

  Prayer of Dedication 

GO OUT WITH GOD INTO THE WORLD 
 *HYMN OF COMPASSION No. 164 

“Come, My Way, My Truth, My Life ” 



 *DISMISSAL WITH A BLESSING 
Pastor:  Can you be a voice crying in the wilderness?  Can you proclaim that God 

is active in the world? 
People: Maybe?  I want to believe so. 
Pastor:  The time is near of the crowning of the year. 
People: We sing with angels, setting the roadways and the buildings 

humming 
Pastor:  As people who are being changed, we go into a world that is being 

changed. 
People: We are ready to share the Good News that the long-expected Jesus 

is coming, that we are being freed from whatever busyness binds us, 
that lives can be refocused and made new. 

Pastor:  Glory be to God! Who walks with us, sings with us, and struggles with us, 
each and every day. 

All:  Amen. 

 *POSTLUDE Charissa Garrigus 



See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom 
you seek will suddenly come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom 
you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the Lord of hosts. 

2
But who can endure the 

day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? For he is like a refiner’s fire 
and like fullers’ soap; 

3
he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will purify the 

descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to 
the Lord in righteousness. 

4
Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing 

to the Lord as in the days of old and as in former years.  

Malachi 3:1 - 4 

“Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, for he 
has looked favorably on his people and 
redeemed them. 

69
He has raised up a 

mighty savior for us in the house of his 
servant David, 

70
as he spoke through the 

mouth of his holy prophets from of 
old, 

71
that we would be saved from our 

enemies and from the hand of all who 
hate us. 

72
Thus he has shown the mercy 

promised to our ancestors, and has 
remembered his holy covenant, 

73
the oath 

that he swore to our ancestor Abraham, to 
grant us 

74
that we, being rescued from the 

hands of our enemies, might serve him 
without fear, 

75
in holiness and 

righteousness before him all our 
days. 

76
And you, child, will be called the 

prophet of the Most High; for you will go 
before the Lord to prepare his ways, 

77
to 

give knowledge of salvation to his people 
by the forgiveness of their sins. 

78
By the 

tender mercy of our God, the dawn from 
on high will break upon us, 

79
to give light 

to those who sit in darkness and in the 
shadow of death, to guide our feet into the 
way of peace.”  

Luke 1:68-79 

Today’s Participants 
Pastor: Reverend David Neuen 
Liturgist: Amie Walls 
Children’s Moment: Joanne Hannon 
Videographer: 
Audio: Curt Barclay/Charles Walls 
Visual: Noah Roleson 
  

Church Staff 
Pastor: Pastor David Neuen 
Music Director: Luke Garrigus 
Organist: Charissa Garrigus 
Program Director: Susan Hancock 
Facilities Assistant: Noah Roleson 
 

Today’s Flowers;  The altar flowers are in honor of our grandson Colton 
for his birthday - a gift of Mark & Susan Barhan. 



You stand in line for over an hour for the exhilarating two minutes of dips and 
curves on the roller coaster ride.  You select the “traditional” shipping option with arrival 
of your package in 7-10 business days rather than the expedited two-day option.  You 
peer into the oven as the cookies spread out upon the pan, trying to ignore the box of 
Chips A-hoy that is readily available in the pantry.  With phone receiver to ear, you sit 
on hold awaiting the customer service agent who, you hope, will assist you in changing 
your TV cable subscription.  Is it worth the wait?     

Most of us despise waiting.  Henri Nouwen suggests, that many of us view waiting 
as a passive, fruitless state.  Events are totally out of our hands. We cannot do 
anything about it, so we have to sit there and just wait.  I can see the frustration rising 
up on my daughter’s face when she comes bounding in with a story to tell and is met 
with the words, “Just wait a second.”  Her body squirms, twisting in its seat.  She rubs 
her head.  She sighs deep moans.  What is she supposed to do for these slow-motion 
minutes while she awaits my attention?     

With our reluctance to waiting, what are we to make of Advent?  This is a season of 
intentional preparedness but also patient forward looking to the coming of Christmas 
and the return of Christ.  But Nouwen says that the Scriptural precedent for waiting is 
different, to come with activity, awareness, and hope.  We believe the work of God has 
already begun with promises started and seeds planted.  The movement of God is 
stirring, drawing us in, changing us, equipping us for what is about to be revealed.   
Rather than approaching the next few weeks with helplessness and an eagerness to 
quickly get to the desired future prize, we treat each moment as the gift.  We ask, 
“What God, will you reveal that we might discover today?  What blessing may arrive in 
the waiting?” 

Waiting with God is no reason to toss and turn, shift with boredom or despair in 
moments wasted.  While we await what is coming, we also receive what is happening, 
God working His incredible and gracious ways of being into the world.   

Advent, the Season of Waiting... 



December Birthdays 

December Anniversaries 
  

12/19/1964 Phil & Karen Melick 
12/23/1978 Rick & Susan Hancock 

Our elves are requesting cookies 
again this year for our Cookie reception 
after the Carols, Choirs & Candlelight 
service. If you are able to bake some 
cookies, let Luke Garrigus know at 
lukegarrigus@uhumc.com or please 
sign up in the gathering space with how 
many cookies you can provide for this 
ministry. Cookies should be delivered 
on Sunday morning December 12. Our 
elves thank you! 

Cookies Needed 

Mission Hearts will be on sale during 

Advent through Sunday, Dec. 12. Give a 

Mission Heart in honor or in memory of 

someone special for $5.  This year’s Mis-

sion Heart money will support this BIBs 

Pantry. 

Mission Hearts 

Taking Down the Greens 
Thank you to all who made the Sanctuary 
beautiful for Christmas. Unfortunately, 
they cannot be up year-round. Please 
join us after the worship service on 
Sunday, Jan. 2 to take down the 
Christmas decorations. 

Toy Drive for 
School 65 

 
    We are collecting toys for school 65. 
They need toys for ages Preschool 
through sixth grade. All toys need to be 
turned in by Sunday, Dec. 5 for Monday 
morning delivery.. Bring your items to the 
church on Sunday and place in the bin 
outside the Sanctuary. If you bring them 
Monday, leave them in the church office. 

All 2021 Offerings & Tithe need to be postmarked by 
December 31, 2021.  

 
If you would like to drop off donations to the office, please 

call before you come (317) 787-5347. 
 

2022 Offering envelopes are available in the Gathering space 
for pickup. Any questions, contact the church office. 



Christmas Schedule 
Sunday, Dec. 5—Concert for a Cause, Daniel Watson Music 

Sunday, Dec. 12—Carols, Choirs & Candlelight 

Tuesday, Dec. 21—Longest Night service 

Friday, Dec. 24—Christmas Eve Service 

 

Children’s Center Closed 

Friday, Dec. 24—Sunday, Jan. 2 

 

Church Office Closed* 

Friday, Dec. 24 afternoon—Sunday, Jan. 2 

 
 
*The office will have limited hours.  



A word of thanks to the following people who prepared soup and desserts and/or 
helped set-up or clean-up for the November 28th luncheon.   

Susan Hancock, Marylynne Winslow, Cynthia Bymaster, Nancy Stenger, Ted Polk, 
Linda Rodebaugh, Jan Thomas, Karen Melick, Curt Barclay, Susan Barhan, Steve 
Thomas, Anna McWilliams and Peggy Richwine.  Many hands made for a quick set-up 
and clean-up.  Thanks for all your help!  If anyone was overlooked as a helper, please 
forgive as there were so many helpers it was difficult to keep track of everyone! 

A few people asked for the smoked sausage and cheese soup recipe.  Here it is. 

 
Smoked Sausage-Cheese Soup 
 
2 c. water 
1 c. frozen or canned corn 
1 c. chopped potato 
1 c. chopped celery 
1 c. chopped carrot 
1/2 c. chopped onion 
2 beef bouillon cubes 
1/4 tsp. Tabasco sauce 
1/2 lb. Velveeta cheese, cubed 
1/2 lb. smoked sausage, cut into bite-sized pieces 
 
Place all ingredients, except cheese, in a large pan or crock pot.  Stir and bring to a 
boil.  Cover and simmer on low heat until the vegetables are tender, about 2 hours.  
Reduce heat and add cheese; stir gently until blended and cheese is melted. Do not 
boil after adding cheese.  Serves 4-6 people. 
 
NOTE:  The soup that was served at the luncheon was thickened with cornstarch.  
Before adding the cheese, mix 1/2 cup cornstarch with 1 cup cold water and add to the 
boiling soup.  Add additional cornstarch if you want it to be thicker.  Finally, add cheese 
but avoid boiling after adding the cheese.   
 

Our hearts have grown even bigger... 



UHUMC’s Siloam Ministry Room will be available during the 
Carols, Choirs & Candlelight Service. 



  Coming in January 2022, a grief small group utilizing the 
resources of "Beyond the Broken Heart" by Julie Yarbrough .   
Together we will grow in grace, come to understand our 
unique grief journey more clearly, and offer compassion to 
one another.  To inquire about participating, contact Pastor 
David in the  office. Sponsored by the Parish Care 
Team at UHUMC. 


