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“Sharing Christ: Love, Hope, Joy” 

“Is There a Love That 
Doesn’t Fail?” 



  THE ORDER OF WORSHIP 

GATHER FOR WORSHIP 
 PARISH INVOLVEMENT 

 PASSING OF THE PEACE 

 MOMENT OF QUIET MEDITATION 

 PRELUDE   Bringing God’s Light into Worship 

 *CALL TO WORSHIP 
Liturgist: With his voice, God created mountains and seas, lush trees and birds to fill 

them, and humanity made in God’s image. 
People: Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
Liturgist: God formed families, freed them as they became enslaved, led the people 

on long journeys, provided bread from heaven and water to quench their 
thirst. 

People: Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
Liturgist: God built community, authored laws of guidance, empowered leaders, and 

met the crowds of people in temple sacrifice and worship.  
People: Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
Liturgist: God called to the people to live justly, humbly, mercifully, speaking through 

prophets, working through history, willing the nations to faithfulness and 
peace. 

People: Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
Liturgist: But as brokenness prevailed, God entered creation as a human being, 

healing the sick, blessing the poor, preaching forgiveness, caring for God’s 
own. 

People: Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
Liturgist: God suffered the people’s violence, received their harshest punishment, 

took hold of the depths of sin and sapped it of its power. 
People: Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
Liturgist: God revealed the power of life, raising Jesus, sending the Spirit, 

inaugurating the era of love victorious that can overcome the world. 
People: Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 
Liturgist: God draws near today, speaks, moves, reveals, liberates, comforts, calls, 

God’s grace upon grace. 
People: Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 

  

*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 408 
“The Gift of Love” 



*OPENING PRAYER 
O Beloved One, all the ends of the earth marvel at your deeds of power.  We 
feel your presence as growth returning to the countryside.  We rejoice as we 
remember your faithfulness and steadfast love revealed in the risen Christ.  
Surround us with that faithfulness and steadfast love.  Fill us with generosity 
and courage so that we may be called your friends and go forth to befriend 
your world.  In Jesus’ name. Amen.   -By Rev. Susan A. Blain  

 *AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

 *GLORIA PATRI  No. 70 

*HYMN OF PRAISE No. 2108 
“Oh How He Loves You and Me” 

LISTEN TO GOD’S WORD 
 OLD TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE LESSON Deuteronomy 7:7 - 9 

 PSALTER Psalm 136 

 NEW TESTAMENT SCRIPTURE LESSON John 15:9 - 17 

 CHILDREN’S MOMENT 

 SERMON Pastor David 
Broken Signposts 

Is There a Love that Doesn’t Fail? 

RESPOND TO GODS GRACE 
 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 
  The Pastoral Prayer     
  The Lord’s Prayer 

 GIVING OF GIFTS TO GOD’S MISSION 
  

 Doxology No. 94 
  Prayer of Dedication 
  
GO OUT WITH THANKSGIVING 
 *HYMN OF COMPASSION                    “In Christ Alone” No. 3105 

 *DISMISSAL WITH A BLESSING 

 *MUSICAL BENEDICTION  No. 2158 
“Just a Closer Walk With Thee” 

Taking God’s Light Into The World 

 *THE POSTLUDE 



Today’s Participants 
  

Liturgist:  Mike Hart 
Children’s Sermon: David Neuen
Videographer: 
Audio: Curt Barclay/Audra Barclay 
Visual: Noah Roleson 
  

 
 
 
 

 

Church Staff 
Pastor: Pastor David Neuen 
Music Director: Darrin Isaac 
Organist: Natalie Isaac 
Programs Director: Susan Hancock 
Youth Director: Rachel Stark 
Facilities Assistant: Noah Roleson 

Community Lunch 
Saturday, Feb. 20 • 11:30 am 

Drive-Thru 

January Loose Coin will  
support Fletcher Place 

Loaves Meals. 

Today’s Altar Flowers: Today’s altar 
flowers are of In honor of my loving 
husband, Charlie, for his birthday, 
January 23 - a gif of Amie Walls. The 
white rose on the altar is in memory of 
Ray Alexander who passed away on 
January 12, 2021. 

9
As the Father has loved me, so I have 

loved you; abide in my love. 
10

If you keep 
my commandments, you will abide in my 
love, just as I have kept my Father’s 
commandments and abide in his love. 

11
I 

have said these things to you so that my 
joy may be in you, and that your joy may 
be complete. 
12

 ‘This is my commandment, that you love 
one another as I have loved you. 

13
No one 

has greater love than this, to lay down 
one’s life for one’s friends. 

14
You are my 

friends if you do what I command you. 
15

I 

do not call you servants any longer, 
because the servant does not know what 
the master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, because I have made known to 
you everything that I have heard from my 
Father. 

16
You did not choose me but I 

chose you. And I appointed you to go and 
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the 
Father will give you whatever you ask him 
in my name. 

17
I am giving you these 

commands so that you may love one 
another.

John 15:9 - 17 

7 It was not because you were more numerous than any other people that 
the Lord set his heart on you and chose you—for you were the fewest of all 
peoples. 

8
It was because the Lord loved you and kept the oath that he swore to your 

ancestors, that the Lord has brought you out with a mighty hand, and redeemed you 
from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of Egypt. 

9
Know therefore 

that the Lord your God is God, the faithful God who maintains covenant loyalty with 
those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand generations,  

Deuteronomy 7:7 - 9 



Welcome to the new format for the Views. Our newsletter 
will be changing to a weekly online newsletter for those 
who receive emails or have access to our website. For 
those who do not, once a month the information will be in 
the bulletin. As new information becomes available 
throughout the month, it will also be put in the bulletin.  

I saw Jesus last week on television.  He was spotted travelling with a crowd as they 
sought to wreak havoc at the Capitol.  Amidst the horrifying graphics of Confederate 
flags, a hangman’s noose, references glorifying the Civil War and the Holocaust, I also 
caught glimpse of the Christian flag.  Rioters wore sweatshirts saying “We need 
Jesus.”  Members of the mob carried crosses with messaging of salvation in Christ.   

There is no denying that a brand of Christianity is deeply interwoven into the 
worldview that brought the insurgents out to the National Mall and into the halls of 
Congress.  Here is a group motivated by loss, not solely of an election, but a perceived 
way of life.   Nostalgia is at work of a white Christian America that is disappearing and 
must be reclaimed.  Andrew L. Whitehead, professor of sociology at IUPUI writes, “I 
think that they believe that God has a specific plan for this country, and that their vision 
for the country has been given to them by God.”  Aptly described as Christian 
nationalists, they desire to see their flavor of Christianity as privileged again in the 
public sphere. 

While these rioters were calling upon Christ as the leading force behind their acts, 
Washington, D.C., Episcopal Bishop Mariann Budde was reacting via a video 
message.  “Those who see this as a Christian endeavor, or something to be blessed in 

By Pastor David 

Marching with Jesus  



I’m Praying For: 
•  ________________________________________________________________  

•  ________________________________________________________________  

•  ________________________________________________________________  

•  ________________________________________________________________  

•  ________________________________________________________________  

•  ________________________________________________________________  

the name of Jesus, there is nothing Christian about what we are witnessing today.  
Nothing.”  She was speaking to the irreconcilability of Jesus’s kingdom way of love and 
the agenda of the domestic terrorists regime marked by white supremacy, 
authoritarianism, and hatred.  Their actions were in direct opposition to the grace, 
mercy, humility, and self-giving of Jesus.   

Nowhere in Jesus do we see reckless displays of power, hoarding, name calling, and 
violent taking of what we want in fear of losing our privilege.  In his farewell discourse 
to his disciples, Jesus said that the defining characteristic of the community he was 
forming was the ability of people of difference to love and serve one another.  I speak 
for my own disgust and fury at the sight of Jesus, the prince of peace, the humble son 
of Man propped up and paraded along with individuals spewing hate while clubbing 
police officers with metal pipes. 

How do we respond to seeing Christianity, the rich faith tradition that gives us 
meaning and life, brought, dragged, plastered up into settings that we don’t want our 
faith to be?   I’m not so arrogant as to say my way of perceiving Jesus is the only way.  
Yet I feel confident enough in my study of scripture and lived experience with the spirit 
of God to know when it’s safe to say, “This is not of Christ.”  

I want to scream from the rooftops, “Leave Jesus out of it!”  However, Christ does not 
need my defense if it comes from a place of anger.  My arguing for the “real” Jesus 
only adds more fuel to a combustible fire of division.  Ugliness cannot defend beauty.  
Rather I hear Jesus inviting his church to remain steady in its commitment to bearing 
good news.  Be the voice of new life overcoming death.  Be the way of grace in 
forgiving wrongs and spreading peace.  Be a reflection of Christ’s redeeming power, 
who alleviated your own destructive tendencies and converted your life for the sake of 
his mission to spread hope.   Allow the Holy Spirit to live through you that others might 
be astonished by your witness of God who is good, just, welcoming, and eager to 
embrace all.   

Wounded by misrepresentations of Christ?  Walk with him.  March alongside.  Carry 
the cross of misunderstanding together.  Reveal God’s abundant love and the divine 
gift of flourishing full life for all.  



Fletcher Place Christmas Shopping was a huge success and it could not have been 
done without all of you.  And thank you also if you were able to also help volunteer 
with set up or the event itself.  We had only 27 volunteers this year but each day we 
were small and mighty to get it all done. 

All the items donated went to 45 families that we supported.  Each family received a 
laundry basket filled with household items and three bags full of food.  We had over 
5,000 items donated.  Of these 45 families we had 130 children and each child 
received gifts/toys, blankets, games, books, sporting goods, toiletries, stuffed animals, 
and clothes.  It will truly be a very special Christmas for these families and it was all 
because of you.  Yesterday we passed out 100 backpacks filled with a blanket, hat, 
gloves, underwear, socks, hygiene items and snack food items. 

Items left over went to the following places so everything was used 

• Food items will be placed in the food pantry 

• Preschool items and clothing will be used in the preschool 

• Clothing and blankets were used for the homeless Christmas event and in the 
thrift store 

• All other left over toys were taken immediately to the toys for tots distribution sites 
so they could be shared with other families in the area 

We also raised  $4000 which will be used to cover any costs and to continue to be 
used for meals and the food pantry. 

We will be in touch midway through 2021 as we look forward to working with each 
you again next year and hope to see you around for other Fletcher events.  

If you have any feedback for us on what went well and what could be done better we 
would appreciate it.  We always can learn and do things better. 

I have attached some pictures so you can see how everything was displayed and I   
Again our thank you to each of you.  You are all making a difference through your 

support in Fletcher. 
Have a Blessed Christmas and a Happy New Year! 
Lisa Savin & Dave and June Owen 

Fletcher Place Thank You 



January Anniversaries 
  

1/30/1988 Dale Fletcher & Janet Clegg  

January Birthdays 

  
 Missions would like to thank everyone who purchased 
Mission Hearts during the Advent season. We collected 
$390 for missions. 
 
From The family of Dorothy Reddix: 
Thank you so much for the cards and condolences sent 
following Mother’s death on November 1.  She died on All 
Saints Day which I felt was a fitting tribute to her life.  

Thanks also for the food platter and lovely plant sent on the day of her funeral.  It was 
nice to share with family following her graveside service.  And a heartfelt thanks to 
Pastor David for providing a very thoughtful and meaningful message graveside for 
our family.  You are all much appreciated! 

Sincerely, 
Linda and David Rodebaugh 

 
To my UHUMC family, 
Thank you fso much for the beautiful altar flowers given in my honor on December 20. 
We have enjoyed them on Christmas and through New Year’s Day! I miss all of you! 

Mona Curts 

 

Have a Great Week! 


